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After days of violent 
opposition demonstra-

tions in several cities of 
Venezuela, February 12 had 
been billed as the D Day of 
an offensive to overthrow 
the democratically elected 
Maduro government. In 
several cities there were 
opposition demonstrations 
which were allowed to pro-
ceed without repression. 
There were also bigger 
revolutionary youth demos 
marking 200 years since the 
battle of La Victoria, during 
the independence war.

At the end of the opposi-
tion student demonstration 
in Caracas a small but well 
prepared group of violent 
thugs attacked the police 
and the Attorney Gen-
eral building. They were 
masked and used rocks and 
ready made molotov cock-

tails, while coordinating 
their actions through walk-
ie-talkies. They destroyed 
several official vehicles and 
the facade of the building.

During the clashes two 
people were shot dead. One 
of them revolutionary mili-
tant Juan Montoya “Juan-
cho” from the 23 de Enero 
neighborhood, the other, 
Basil Da Costa, an opposi-
tion student. The way they 
were both were shot in the 
head is reminiscent of those 
who were killed by sharp-
shooters on April 11, 2002, 
as a way to justify the coup.

At the time of writing 
these lines, small groups 
of violent opposition youth 
continue to riot, attack and 
besiege several official 
buildings in Caracas and 
other cities.

Those responsible for 
these actions are opposition 
leaders Leopoldo Lopez 
and M Corina Machado 
who have been instigating 
the violent demonstrations 
with the clear aim of desta-
bilising the democratically 
elected government.

The opposition is pro-
foundly divided between 
those who refuse to recog-
nise their 3 successive elec-
tion defeats in 2012-13 and 
wish to organise the im-
mediate overthrow of the 
Maduro government, and 
those who calculate that 
the deteriorating economic 
situation (due to economic 
sabotage) will allow them 
eventually to defeat the Bo-
livarian revolution in the 
ballot boxes.

No doubt, the internation-
al media will “report” on 
these events in a one-sided 
way, presenting a story of 
“courageous peaceful op-
position youth confronting 
a vicious and repressive re-
gime”.

We call on the interna-
tional labour movement, 
the solidarity activists and 
progressive public opin-
ion to remain alert and 
vigilant, to counter the 
lies of the media and to do 
everything in their power 
to mobilise solidarity with 
the Bolivarian revolution 
in this crucial moment.
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